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Form 15: Proposal to Amend NIST Handbooks, 

NCWM Bylaws or NTEP Administrative Policy

NCWM Form 15 is used to submit proposals to amend the national standards adopted by the National Conference on Weights and Measures (NCWM) and published in National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Handbooks 44, 130, and 133. Each region meets every fall to address carryover agenda items and new proposals. Proposals should be received at a minimum of two weeks prior to regional meetings to meet the regions deadlines for new proposals. Check meeting dates at www.ncwm.net/content/regional-meetings. If the item is deemed by a region to have merit, that region will forward the item to the national committee at NCWM for further consideration. For more information on the Form 15 process, go to www.ncwm.net/content/form-15. Complete and submit Form 15 electronically in Word format. Submit to the NCWM Executive Director via email at don.onwiler@ncwm.net and the proposal will be routed to the appropriate regional committees.
General Information:

1. Date: Provide the date that the form is being submitted to NCWM (month/day/year).

2. Regional Association(s): Select at least one regional association you wish to consider this proposal. All four may be selected. It is not mandatory for the submitter to attend the regional meetings, but it is recommended to do so to support the proposal and respond to questions that may arise.
3. Standing Committee: Select the appropriate standing committee as follows:
Laws and Regulations Committee: 
Amendments to NIST Handbooks 130 or 133
Specifications and Tolerances Committee: 
Amendments to  NIST Handbook 44
Professional Development Committee: 
Proposals related to training, professional certification, or safety awareness
Board of Directors: 


Amendments to NCWM Bylaws* 
NTEP Committee:


Amendments to NCWM Publication 14 NTEP Administrative Policy*

* NOTE: Bylaws and NTEP Administrative Policy proposals are not sent to regional associations.
4. Fields 4-12: Contact information is required on all proposals.

Proposal Information:
13. Purpose: Provide a concise statement as to the intent or purpose of this proposal. What is the submitter trying to fix? Do not include explanation or justification of the proposal.
14. Handbook to Be Amended: Select the proper handbook and site the section and paragraph to be amended.  
Example:
NIST Handbook 44
NIST Handbook 130

Section: Scales Code
Section: Method of Sale Regulation

Paragraph: S.1.1. – Zero Indication  
Paragraph: 2.XX – Widgets

If the proposal is for a new paragraph, use "XX" to represent the paragraph number (i.e. 2.XX – Widgets)

15. Proposal: Provide solutions to pro​blems in specific language and amend​ment form to handbooks using strikeout to show words to be deleted and underline to show new words. If a proposal involves a new area of weights and measures activity, provide recom​menda​tion(s) for both regulation(s) and test meth​od(s) for proper enforcement. 
16. Justification: Explain why this is an issue deserving national attention. Consider including some background to help the committee understand why the proposal is being brought forward. Supporting documents may be referenced here and attached in Word or PDF format.
17. Other Contacts: Provide position statements, comments, etc. with names and addresses of individuals, firms, manufacturers and/or trade associations who participated in developing the proposal.

18. Other Reasons For: If there are any other reasons for the proposal that were not included in part 16 (Justification), provide them here. If none, please indicate "none have emerged."
19. Other Reasons Against: If the submitter is aware of any reasons why the proposal may be opposed, it is important to recognize those arguments here. In doing so, the submitter is demonstrating more complete knowledge of the scope of the proposal and that these concerns have been taken into consideration in the development of the proposal. If none, please indicate "none have emerged."
20. Evidence: Provide evidence of consistency with other NCWM publications, such as other specific device code section(s) and applicable federal laws and regulations, such as USDA, FTC, or FDA.
21. Additional Considerations: Provide cost estimates and the anticipated benefits for all stakeholders or indicate how the proposal may affect other requirements, programs, etc.
22. Suggested Action: Select the specific action you request on this proposal.
Recommend NCWM Voting Item: The submitter believes the proposal is fully developed and ready for voting at the next NCWM Annual Meeting.
Developing Item: The submitter recognizes that the item is not ready for action, and may even lack a clear proposal to address an issue. The submitter requests that the item be published in NCWM agendas and reports, identifying the submitter or some other individual as the contact person responsible for receiving comments and further developing the item.
Informational: The submitter has provided a proposal to address the issue at hand and a meaningful background discussion for the proposal. However, the submitter wants to allow more time for review by stakeholders and possibly further development to address concerns. As an informational item, the proposal would not go for a vote at the next NCWM Annual Meeting.
Note: The regional committees may make a different recommendation to the NCWM committee if they choose to forward the item. The national committee at NCWM will make the final determination of status.
23. List of Attachments:  Provide a list of all attachments in the order that they are referenced on Form 15. Attachments may include letters, data, studies, or other documents. It is not necessary for attachments to be in Word format.
	General Information (See Instructions)

	 1.  Date:
	2. Regional Association(s):  (Not applicable for proposals to the Board of Directors or NTEP Committee)

	April 27, 2016
	        X   Central (CWMA)       X   Northeastern (NEWMA)      X   Southern (SWMA)       X   Western (WWMA)

	3. Standing Committee:

	__Laws & Regulations    X Specifications & Tolerances     __Professional Development     __Board of Directors     __NTEP Committee

	 4. Submitter Name:

	Multiple Dimensioning Measuring Device Work Group (or Darrell Flocken)

	 5. Street Address:

	1135 M Street, Suite 110

	 6. City:
	7.  State:
	8.  Zip Code:
	9.  Country:

	Lincoln
	NE
	68508
	USA

	10. Phone Number:
	11. Fax Number:
	12.  Email Address:

	614.620.6134
	
	darrell.flocken@ncwm.net

	Proposal Information (See Instructions)

	13. Purpose:

	Clarification of the application of the minimum measurement and tare operation.

	14. Handbook to be Amended:

	   X  NIST Handbook 44         NIST Handbook 130         NIST Handbook 133  __ NCWM Bylaws  __NTEP Administrative Policy
Section: 

Paragraph: 

	15. Proposal: 

	S.1.7. Minimum Measurement Lengths. – Except for entries of tare, the minimum measurement length to be measured by a device is 12 d divisions. The manufacturer may specify a longer minimum measurement length. For multi-interval devices, this applies only to the first measuring segment.
S.1.8. Indications Below Minimum and Above Maximum. – When objects are smaller than the minimum dimensions identified in paragraph S.1.7. Minimum Measurement Lengths or larger than any of the maximum dimensions plus 9 d, and/or maximum volume marked on the device plus 9 d, or when a combination of dimensions, including tare, for the object being measured exceeds the measurement capability of the device, the indicating or recording element shall either:
…..


	16. Justification:

	The MDMD Work Group believes that the expansion of S.1.7. to include multi-interval devices with the additional proposed changes provides a better explanation of how to apply the 12 d minimum measurement specification and the application of tare with respect to marked maximum dimension for the axes in which tare was applied. 
This proposal also addresses the change in the use of the word “length” and recommends the use of the word “measurement”. The Work Group feels that “measurement” is better suited for all axes. 

These proposed changes better harmonize the device specification with those of Measurement Canada.



	17. Other Contacts: 

	Richard Harshman, NIST, OWM, Email: richard.harshman@nist.gov, Phone 301.975.8107

	18. Other Reasons For: 

	None

	19. Other Reasons Against:

	None

	20. Evidence:

	None

	21. Additional Considerations:

	None

	22. Suggested Action:

	 X    Recommend NCWM Voting Item          Developing Item          Informational Item          Other (Please Describe):


	23. List of Attachments: 

	None
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